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Lisa Harvey-Smith 



General	
  Comments	
  
For me: 
•   I don’t speak for others – my story 
 
For you: 
•   Tweet freely 
•   Ask questions 





Unselfconscious, aged 10 















Role	
  model	
  count:	
  1	
  





Why	
  it	
  was	
  difficult	
  for	
  me	
  

O  Social stigma  
O  Fear of ridicule 
O  Lack of support, role model 
O   Public scrutiny, debate on my ‘right’ to do things 
O  Marginalisation; exclusion from societal structures 

(e.g. marriage, unequal age of consent, adoption, 
armed forces, giving blood, tax, benefits, pensions, 
travel safety, visas, access to appropriate health/
education services) 



Coming	
  Out	
  



It’s	
  the	
  little	
  things	
  that	
  
matter	
  

 
•  Most colleagues who don’t blink an eyelid (THANK YOU!) 

•  A colleague who invites my partner to an event 

•  A colleague who challenges homophobic behaviour at work 

•  A colleagues on the ‘outlist’ of LGBTIQ astronomers + friends 



It’s	
  the	
  little	
  things	
  that	
  
matter	
  

Things that make it difficult: 
 
•  Jokes or negative comments about same-sex attraction 
 
Heteronormative assumptions 
 
•  Are you married? 
•  So, what does your hubby do? 
•  When I mention my partner: Where does he work? 

Better: 
‘So - tell me about yourself’ 
 ‘What is your partner’s name?’ 



Why	
  tell	
  everyone?	
  
•   Living openly and honestly is right for me 
•   Being a positive role model for others 



Allies	
  
 

Will listen without judgment 

Won’t speak for you but will speak up for you 
 







Networks	
  Matter	
  

•  Knowing other LGBTI+ people or allies reduces 
marginalisation, loneliness, fear 

•   Professional networks (e.g. GLBTI@CSIRO) 
 
 

 Become a proactive ally. Get involved! 



Small changes to our attitudes and behaviours can 
have a major positive effect on the people around us 


