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La Palma: Nordic Optical Telescope



La Palma: Home to 
many telescopes



Paranal: ESO/The Very Large Telescopes



Paranal: ESO/The 
Very Large Telescopes

• Long and Isolated Journey
• In-Person Observing Only
• Home to the Very Large Telescope 

(VLT) with a suite of 
instrumentation

• Larger Staff and Research 
Community



Paranal: ESO/The 
Very Large Telescopes



ESO: VLT to ELT



SSO: Australian Astronomical Telescope



SSO: Australian 
Astronomical Telescope



Next: Giant Magellan Telescope



The Importance of 
Smaller Observatories
• AAT: instrumentation, surveys, research impact, 

and outreach

• Observatories like AAT offer long-term, high-
cadence, and follow-up observations that 
complement data from larger observatories

• Crucial for early-career astronomers to gain 
hands-on experience

• Contribute to multi-wavelength and multi-
messenger astronomy

• Cost-effective science
• Smaller institutions and universities to contribute 

meaningfully

• National-facilities with direct access
 Now looking ahead to the era of SKA and ELTs 

with advanced instrumentation



Carbon footprints

1,528.6 kg CO₂

450.5 kg CO₂

39.1 kg CO₂



Thank you!
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